
 
 

PUBLIC / CYHOEDDUS 

The 36th AWWE Conference: 15– 17 May 2026 
Interpol Main Hall is the main conference room; unless otherwise stated, sessions will be held there.  

Friday 

2:30pm – 
4:00pm 

AWWE AGM – open to all AWWE members: Steve Critcher Room 

3:30pm –  
4:45pm 

Check-In and Tea (Interpol reception) 

5:00pm – 
5:55 pm 

Opening Keynote 
Chair: Diana Wallace 
Gwyneth Lewis - Anthologies as a Site for Remembrance  
 

6:00pm – 
7:00pm 

Dinner – Food Hall / Tamed Da 

7:15pm –
8:00pm 

Book and Journal launch 
 

International Journal of Welsh Writing in English: Raymond Williams special edition, 
and Letter to the Dead: Lynette Roberts Collected Poems – Daniel Williams and Patrick 
McGuinness  

 

Saturday 
 

8:00am – 
9:00am 

 

Breakfast – Food Hall / Tamed Da 
 

 
9:15am – 
10:45am 

Main Hall 
Chair: Kirsti Bohata 
Landscapes/topographies 

• Martin Locock (University of Wales 
Trinity Saint David), ‘Inside the 
shadowed acre’: the visit as poem, the 
poet as visitor: Strata Florida Abbey as 
a place of inspiration 

• Steven Lovatt (Swansea University), 
‘From ap Gwilym’s eos a medd to 
Pembrokeshire puffin porn: birds as 
figures of Welsh topographic and 
cultural space’ 

• Mark Rhodes (Michigan Technological 
University), ‘The fundamental matter 
of Wales’: Landscape and the memory 
and heritage work of Amgueddfa 
Cymru Books [online] 

 

Steve Critcher Room 
Chair: Andy Webb 
Memorialising: war and trauma 

• Catriona Coutts (Bangor University), 
‘Between the Snow and the Fire I Went’: 
Writers of the Swansea Blitz 

• Tomos Owen (Cardiff University), The 
Welsh Modernist Rat 

• Colin Thomas, ‘Mother must always be 
there’: An Austerity Motherhood 
[online] 

10:45am  –  
11:15am 

Coffee / Bookshop (foyer) 

 
11:15am – 
12:15pm 

 

Keynote Lecture 
Chair: Aidan Byrne 
Neal Alexander (Aberystwyth University) - Welsh writing after oil: Remembering 
Milford Haven 
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12:20 pm –  
1:15pm 

Lunch (foyer) and free time 

1:20pm – 
2:50pm 

Main Hall 

Chair: Aidan Byrne 

Lost landscapes and waterscapes 

• Mererid Puw Davies (UCL), Deluge 
Myths: Reservoir-Making and Cultural 
Memory 

• Julia Forster (Aberystwyth University), 
Siglan: Intergenerational forgetting, 
revelation and remembering 

• Elena Ippendorf (University of 
Klagenfurt), Submerged Histories: 
Ghostly Knowledge and Landscapes of 
Loss in Contemporary Welsh Crime 
Fiction 

 

Steve Critcher Room 
Chair: Liz Edwards  
Wales in colonial and global contexts 

• Sairah Ahsan (Aberystwyth University),  
Situating Pakistani diaspora in a Welsh 
University Campus 

• Mary Chadwick (Escowick School for 
Boys), Creativity and Self-Expression in 
Nineteenth-Century Welsh Women’s 
Samplers 

• Beth Rodgers (Aberystwyth University), 
‘The floor of heaven’: Flora Annie Steel 
(1847-1929) and Wales  

 

2:50pm – 
3:20pm 

Tea / Bookshop / Free Time 

3:20pm – 
4:50pm 

Main Hall 

Chair: Jamie Harris 

Niall Griffiths and Alys Conran 

• Elizabeth Cullen (Swansea 
University), ‘Let My People Go’: Folk 
Etymology and Brexit Niall Griffiths’s 
Broken Ghost  

• Brân Denning (independent), 
Masculinity and Dispossession in the 
Fiction of Niall Griffiths 

• Alex Hubbard (Aberystwyth 
University), ‘A Crisis of Theory and 
Interpretation’: The Brexit novels of 
Alys Conran and Niall Griffiths 

 

Steve Critcher Room 
Chair: Daniel Williams  
Remembering and forgetting: writers and 

places 

• Aaron Eastley (Brigham Young 
University), Leslie Norris: Not Expelled 
from Eden? [online] 

• Robert Minhinnick, ‘In Such 
Timelessness’ - Revelation and 
forgetting: Duncan Bush [online] 

• Sally Roberts Jones, The Second 
Flowering: poets, politics and 
personalities [online] 

 

5:00-5:55pm 

Book Launch 
 

Honno Classic: Cecily Mackworth, Lucy’s Nose, and Parthian Library of Wales: Mary 
Jones, Resistance   

 

6:00pm – 
6:50pm 

Dinner: Arts Centre 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm 

 

Hybrid creative keynote 

Chair:  tbc 

 Zoe Brigley (Seren Books / The Ohio State University) with Julia Forster -  Fields of 
Witness: Women, Ecology and Welsh Literary Memory  
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Sunday  
 

8:00am – 
9:00am  

Breakfast – Food Hall / Tamed Da 

9:00am – 
10:30am 
 

Main Hall 

Chair: Tony Brown 
Making memories, making nations 

• Jamie Harris (Aberystwyth University), 
Hiraeth and Heimat: R.S. Thomas’s 
utopian impulse 

• James Morgan-Jones (Aberystwyth 
University),  ‘A Ghost of Memory: Alice 
Thomas Ellis's Spell of Forgetfulness 

• Ceri Subbe (Bangor University), 
Anthologies as a ‘Site of Memory’: How 
R. S. Thomas Anthologised Informs 
National Memory 

 
 
 

Steve Critcher Room 
Chair: Beth Rodgers  

Cynefin: childhood, education, 

experience 

• Owain Burrell (University of Warwick),  
Remembering (in) the Welsh Grammar 
School' 

• Sophie Jessica Davies (Aberystwyth 
University), "I'm afraid of forgetting it": 
Exploring Identity and Cynefin within 
Children's and YA Welsh Gothic Fiction 
since Devolution.  

• Dewi Evans (Queen Mary University Of 
London), Autotopography via 
Aberystwyth.  

•  

10:30-
11:00am 

Coffee – and final chance for the bookshop 

11:00am – 
12:00pm  

Main Hall 

Chair: Owain Burrell 
Memory and identity 

• Huw Jones (Swansea University), 
‘Vagrant-born, earth-fostered, 
acquainted with the uninhabited sites’: 
Borderlands and Journeys in Sir Gawain 
and the Green Knight and David Jones’s 
The Anathemata 

• Rita Singer (Aberystwyth University), ‘I 
was born in Wales’: Romantic childhood 
in the writings of Thomas Richards 
(1800-1877) 

 

Steve Critcher Room 
Chair: Steven Lovatt  
Documentary fiction: John Osmond’s 

Wales 1979 and 1997 

John Osmond and Professor Jane Aaron 
(USW) in conversation 
 
 

12:00pm – 
1:00pm  

Place and Remembering: A Celebration of Jeremy Hooker: panel (Tony Brown, 
Christopher Meredith and Diana Wallace) and concluding remarks 

1:00pm – 
1:30pm 
 

Lunch and Departures 

 

VERSION 5 14/5/2026 


